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legislature and sanctioned by the Imperial Government. All I have
to do and all I can do is to administer that law as it stands.
Gandhi: I do not wish to give any evidence in extenuation and I
know that legally I cannot give any evidence at all.
Jordan: All I have to deal with is legal evidence. What you want
to say, I suppose, is that you do not approve of the law and you
conscientiously resist it.
Gandhi : That is perfectly true.
Jordan: I will take the evidence, if you say you conscientiously
object to the law.
Gandhi was proceeding to state when he came to the Transvaal
and other things when Mr. Jordan said he did not see how that
affected the case. He asked the indulgence of the court for five
minutes but Mr. Jordan refused to grant it. "You have defied the
law/' he bluntly said.
Gandhi said, "Very well, Sir, then I have nothing to say.5'
Mr. Jordan, in giving his decision, said that the Government was
extremely lenient and yet it appeared that none of these people had
registered. He had no wish to be harsh in the matter and he did not
intend to adopt the suggestion of the prosecutor in regard to the
forty-eight hours' notice to quit. Mr. Jordan remarked: "When an
individual set himself up against the will of the state, the state was
stronger than the individual, and the individual suffered, and not
the state."
Gandhi, interrupting the magistrate, asked him to make the order
for forty-eight hours, or for even a shorter period. The magistrate
angrily said, " If that is the case, I would be the last person to
disappoint you. Leave the Transvaal within forty-eight hours. That
is my order."
One by one, the other accused were tried. Gandhi had deliberately
advised all his colleagues to plead not guilty, so that the court could
hear from their lips what they had to say.
All the accused were ordered to leave the Transvaal within two
days in some cases and seven or fourteen days in others.
At the conclusion of the court proceedings, Gandhi addressed a
large crowd of Indians, Chinese and Europeans on the open space
of the Government Square. He said: "We are going on with the
struggle, no matter what happens to me or to any one else. If
God's message came to me that I had erred, I would be the first to